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BEWIPORI AL 


Philosophical Presuppositions 


Bound up in these two words is to be found 
the heart of all theological problems. The 
average layman does not understand either the 
meaning or the significance of these two words 
but they can be reduced to terms he can under- 
stand and when he does it makes him stop and 
think—for he faces exactly the same problem. 


In philosophy one examines an array of 
thought, evidence, principles, etc., etc., and 
from these derives a philosophy on that particu- 
lar subject—a line of reasoning which seems 
consistent with all of the adduced facts. 


To be philosophical is to look at life in all 
of its aspects with the calmness and assurance 
which comes from judicial analysis and con- 
clusions, all of which fit into the pattern of 
known facts and which are therefore to be 
expected. 


There is nothing wrong with philosophy, as 
a science, as a search fer wisdom. It is good 
that men should look for the principles of 
reality; that they should develop the theory 
of logic, ethics, aesthetics, metaphysics, and of 
knowledge itself. 


The great problem of each generation is that 
men so often develop philosophies which are 
predicated on presuppositions which are false. 
In the realm of theology this problem is acute. 
Reject the supernatural and the miraculous and 
any philosophy about God will be false. C. S. 
Lewis in his famous book, Miracles, speaks of 
those who deny the miraculous because “they 
are a scientific impossibility,” thereby arriving 
at a false conclusion because they labor under 
the presupposition that what man has discovered 
about Nature excludes the possibility of mir- 
acles. 


In the theological world it is the philosophical 
presuppositions of man which limit the Holy 
One of Israel and reduce God to the dimensions 
of human understanding. A preconceived preju- 
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dice can work havoc with true faith. Nathanael 
was laboring under such a prejudice when he 
said: “Can there any good thing come out of 
Nazareth? Fortunately, he was willing to be 
convinced. 


At the other extreme, and equally dangerous, 
is the now-popular philosophy that God is so 
great and so utterly separated from man that 
man can never hope to understand Him. Here 
we have the rejection of words as a vehicle of 
communication between God and man and the 
substitution of “concepts” which are subject 
to the vacillations of human reason. 


In the former case we have God obscured 
by man’s rejection of the supernatural. In the 
latter we have man walking in the confusion 
of his own thinking, and that of others, when 
it is his privilege to hear the clear and unmis- 
takable voice of God speaking through His 
written Word. 


For a clear and intelligent faith there would 
seem to be certain necessary presuppositions, 
all of which are consistent with the revelation 
which God has given of Himself in Creation, 
in the written Word, in the living Word and 
by the testimony of the Holy Spirit in these 
and in our hearts. 


First of these must be that God is the 
Sovereign God. 


Not only is He Creator and Preserver of all 
which He has made but He is sovereign to 
act according to His inscrutable will and that 
it is not for man to question His acts or His 
purposes. 


We all need to learn from Job. He started 
with the presupposition that he could argue 
with God on the basis of his own goodness 
but his final conclusion was one of complete 
recognition of his own sinfulness: “. . . there- 
fore I despise myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.” 
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Shall we presumptuously think that we can 
fathom all of the righteous and sovereign acts 
of God and because of this dictate the course 
He must take. Or, shall we admit that the 
God of the Universe is always right and bow 
our opinions and wills to Him, no matter how 
inscrutable they are. 


The second presupposition on which we 
should base our faith is that God intervened 
in human history in the person of His eternal 
Son, for the specific purpose of reconciling men 
to Himself, and that the record of His atoning 
work as revealed in the Scriptures is not open 
to debate. 


Some think it scholarly to reject the blood 
shed on Calvary as the cleansing agent of re- 
demption when revelation tells us that “the 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from 
all sin”? 


Is it not presumption to take anything away 
from the records of our Lord’s earthly ministry, 
His death or His resurrection, because they 
do not meet with our presuppositions with 
reference to revelation, or the supernatural or 
the miraculous? 


Our presuppositions about the nature of God 
affect our attitudes to sin, judgment and eternal 
punishment. Furthermore, if we assume that 
the progression of human knowledge and hu- 
man behavior run a parallel course we de- 
throne God and make a god of man. 


On the other hand, if we accept the premise 
that the heart of man has been estranged from 
God by sin and that this estrangement con- 
tinues in the heart of every man in every gen- 
eration we are then prepared to recognize and 
receive God’s provision for sin and see in 
Christ man’s only hope of redemption. 


Distorted presuppositions can lead to gro- 
tesque and dangerous conclusions. One of these 
distortions is the now popular explanation of 
kenosis, that Christ emptied Himself of his 
divine attributes to the point where He was 
capable of sin. Furthermore, that this empty- 
ing was such that he was both capable of and 
did speak in error at times. Such concepts 
not only distort the implications of the incar- 
nation but they also lead to gross error, not 
the least of which is making our Lord the 
ignorant and unwitting partner in perpetrating 
that which was not true. 


When Christ said: “Before Abraham was, 1 
am,” was He speaking of a man who never 
existed? When He said: “Jf they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be persuad- 
ed, though one rose from the dead,’ was he 
speaking of historical fact and prophetic cer- 
tainty, or was He furthering the ignorance of 
His generation? 


Christ spoke much of the future; of His com- 
ing again; of certain judgment. If He was 
ignorant of the past; if he believed Old Testa- 
ment records which were unworthy of belief, 
then we have no assurance of the truthfulness 
of His statements with reference to the future. 


One could go on indefinitely. It is man’s 
presuppositions which stand between him and 
God; between him and God’s Son; between 
him and the gracious ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. But once we can learn to say with Paul: 
For what if some did not believe? shall their 
unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 
God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every 
man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest 
be justified in thy sayings, and mightest over- 
come when thou art judged,” then we are in a 
position to receive divine truth, not on the 
presuppositions of human limitations but on 
the greatness and goodness of God. 


One of the grave problems of biblical inter- 
pretation is to be found in the attitude of 
scholars who approach the Bible as largely a 
human document rather than that which it 
claims for itself, a revelation of divine truths, 
given through human instruments who were 
themselves inspired by the Holy Spirit. The 
difference is somewhat comparable to that of 
a medical student in a dissecting hall and a 
surgeon in the operating room. There is a 
tremendous difference in the approach to a 
dead body for scientific dissection and that 
exercised towards a living person for some sur- 
gical procedure. Reverent critical study has 
been and is of untold blessing in understand- 
ing the Bible. The presumptuous dissecting 
of the Scriptures with “interpretations” which 
are, in fact, frank denials of clearly stated truths 
is an entirely different concern and something 
which has taken the joy from many a heart 
and the Message from many a lip. 


Let us not fool ourselves. We all have 
philosophical presuppositions about many 
things. Let us be very sure that in our approach 
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to God and His Word that we come with open 
minds and hearts, ready to be judged rather 
than to ourselves sit in judgement. 

It can make the difference of eternity itself. 


—L.N.B. 





The Witness of a Young Life 


Seven weeks for God, but this was long 
enough, according to His beautiful plan. Such 
was the entire life-span of a sweet mature Chris- 
tian, known as “Chuckey,” who left us only 
a few weeks ago. In many respects his life 
was different, but he left a witness for God 
that was both earnest and impressive. Kind 
friends showered over a hundred birthday pres- 
ents upon him, shortly after he entered the 
world. When he was a month old he witnessed 
to his faith in Jesus Christ as His Saviour by 
receiving the divine sacrament of baptism. 


His was an eventful life. He spent portions 
of those seven weeks in three state capitals, 
visiting friends and relatives, traveling in all, 
over a thousand miles by air. Had he lived 
one week more, he planned to journey three 
thousand miles more, going to the land of old 
Scotia. 


His was a spiritual career, but life was marked 
by the chastening hand of God. Most men 
acquire heart trouble at forty or fifty, but he 
was born with a heart ailment. Breathing was 
at times very: difficult, adding to the refining 
discipline of our Heavenly Father’s love and 
the perfecting of a beautiful and Christ-like 
life. When one asks how this deep spirituality 
was detected, the answer was in his face and 
especially through his large beautiful eyes. They 
had a penetrating earnestness one could never 
forget. Rather than being radiant he was overly- 
serious. Without being a master of English 
he witnessed to a rare consecration to Jesus 
Christ. In seven short weeks our God accom- 
plished His sanctifying work to prepare him for 
a still more beautiful witness in heaven. 


There are those who say that we have only 
given vent to a fanciful and indulgent imag- 
ination. Maybe so, but we think differently. 
Who is there that will dare to say that God 
cannot speak to one so young? Can He not 
reveal His redeeming love to all whom He 
pleases, regardless of the years, months, or even 
weeks. 


His was a beautiful end. Here was given a 
lovely witness to the power of Christian love. 
He was buried in a plot given by a kind friend. 
Graveside services were attended by a large 
and distinguished company of God’s people. 
No eulogies were needed, but the word of God 
and prayer permeated the air like sweet in- 
cense ascending above his wee remains to our 
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Father in heaven. He was a child of the Cove. 
nant and truly born from above. 


His tiny body sleeps only a bit away from 
the eaves of Columbia Seminary which we be- 
lieve he loved. So appropriate was this resting 
place for his father had just graduated there 
five months before. His great, great grand- 
father graduated there over a century ago and 
his great, great, great grandfather was on the 
first Board of Trustees. Could he have spoken, 
we believe he would have made mention of 
his affection for this school of the prophets, 
along with his love for God. 


His influence will go on and on when the 
stars have burned out in their courses and 
Jesus our Lord shall make up His jewels. “He 
being dead yet speaketh.” “Whosoever be- 
lieveth in me shall never die.” 


(His Grandfather) 
—R.W.C. 





Epistles of Commendation 


“Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, 
known and read of all men”. 


The man of the world, the unsaved man, 
does not read the Bible: he tries to read us, 
who profess to be Christians, and he is very 
critical as he reads. He sees all our faults and 
fails to see the genuine good that may be there 
in spite of our faults and failings. I am sure 
that often times they judge harshly and in- 
correctly and call us hypocrites when we are 
just weak Christians. 


This does not excuse us from our duty and 
privileges to be a real witness for Jesus Christ. 
As men read us they ought to see Christ in 
us. We should commend our Saviour to them 
by the way we speak and the way we live. If 
men would rather “see a sermon than hear one”, 


then there ought to be something for them to 
see. 


They ought to be able to see in us some of 
Love of Christ for lost men. Are we showing 
them that love by the way we live and act and 
speak? Is the love of Christ so constraining 
us that we cannot help showing it by our at- 
titude towards Him and our fellowmen? 


There ought to be some of the Faith of 
Christ which men can see. How implicitly He 
trusted His Heavenly Father and sought to do 
His will! Are we trusting God and trying to 
do His will? or do men see us fretting and 
worrying about the things of the world? Does 
Peace seem to be so written upon our faces, 
even in times of sickness and pain? 
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There ought to be something of the Sacrifice 
of Christ in our lives. Not the redeeming sacri- 
fice of the cross, for He alone could take away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself, but the willing- 
ness to take up our cross and follow Him? 
Do we shrink from sacrifice? Do we want to 
be carried to the skies on flowery beds of ease? 
Are we seeking an easy place in which to work 
for the sake of the One who gave Himself for 
us? 


Are we a good letter for men to read? Do 
we tell the world the truth about our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 


J.K.P 





Builds According to Presbyterian 
Worship: Saves $10,000 


In the October 15, 1958, issue of Presbyterian 
Life, the official organ of the UP-USA Church 
there is an article entitled, THE CHURCH 
AROUND THE TABLE. The story is that 
of the building of the Bethany Presbyterian 
Church of Portland, Oregon. An earlier article 
by Dr. James H. Nichols of the University of 
Chicago appeared in Presbyterian Life, Septem- 
ber 15, 1956, advocating Architecture Appro- 
priate for Presbyterian Worship. This article 
led the local architect to scrap the plan he 
had drawn for a modified Gothic building and 
to base a new one on Nichols’ suggestions that 
“Reformed worship implies the elimination of 
the chancel as the space reserved to the priest- 
hood. Or perhaps we should say that the 
chancel is to be enlarged to include the whole 
congregation . . . The Table does not belong 
in a separate clerical compartment, but should 
stand among the people who are the household 
of God.” 


The Portland Church has done this. It has 
no chancel, but locates the Table in the center 
of the nave with the congregation seated about 
it on three sides. The pulpit is against one 
wall facing the Table and the people. This 
eliminated much floor space and saved about 
14 per cent or $10,000. The Pastor, Reverend 
Clayton F. Rice, adds: “Most of the congrega- 
tion have told me that they never felt the 
meaning of the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
until they received it around the Table to- 
gether. Now they understand the forgiveness 
of God in Christ which united them not only 
with God but with one another in the family of 
God.” 


* * * * * 


The article of Nichols follows a careful study 
presented to the Presbytery of Chicago on 
January 13, 1953, by a committee composed of 
the historical scholars of that body such as 
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Professor L. J. Trinterud of McCormack, Pro- 
fessor James H. Nichols of the University of 
Chicago, Professor Emeritus Jesse Halsey. We 
are informed that Professor Ed Dowey, then of 
McCormick, now of Princeton, likewise concurs 
in this study and has collected pictures to show 
examples of architecture appropriate for Pres- 
byterian or Reformed worship in various parts 
of the world. 
* * * * * 


The Chicago Brochure was secured and used 
at Columbia Theological Seminary in 1954, de- 
posited in our Library and a copy sent to our 
Department of Architecture on Ponce de Leon, 
Atlanta. A number of editorials have appeared 
in the Southern Presbyterian Journal calling 
attention to our true heritage in these matters. 
Those who believe in the Presbyterian view- 
point which makes the pulpit central and 
places the Table of the Lord on the level of 
the congregation secured the passing of an over- 
ture by the 1950 General Assembly directing 
our Boards to prepare and make available ap- 
propriate literature setting forth this form of 
architecture as well as that popularized by the 
Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture. 
We trust that this directive of our General As- 
sembly is being observed and that our congre- 
gations considering building are having pre- 
sented to them our own historical and doctrinal 
viewpoint as well as that pushed in our Church 
by the late Dr. Conover of New York. If so, 
some of our congregations may also save $10,000 
by omitting an un-Presbyterian chancel from 
their plans. We by no means insist that the 
details of the Bethany hexagonal plan be 
copied, but we do ask that our people be offered 
a genuine and attractive architecture suitable 
for Reformed Worship before being pressed 
to accept a plan that is out of harmony with 
our history and our understanding of the means 
of grace. 


Through the courtesy of one of our students 
the Chicago Brochure has been  re-mimeo- 
graphed and made available on our Columbia 
campus at a nominal figure. A limited number 
of these studies on THE ARCHITECTURAL 
SETTING OF PRESBYTERIAN WORSHIP 
may be secured at twenty-five cents a copy by 
writing Mr. Ladson Brearley, Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary. Since the supply is very lim- 
ited it is suggested that no one ask for more 
than one copy. 


Since two articles on the side of the historic 
Presbyterian position have appeared in the of- 
ficial organ of the USA Presbyterian Church, 
is it too much to ask that one article setting 
forth this position be published by the official 
organ of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.? Many 
in our Church will welcome the publication 
by our Presbyterian Survey of the Chicago bro- 
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chure so that our people may see our historical 
position and then decide for themselves whether 
to be Presbyterian in their architecture or to 
take the pattern that is advocated by the Inter- 
denominational Bureau. 

—W.C.R. 





Blessings in Charlotte 


The response of Charlotte teen-agers to Billy 
Graham’s Ministry has been phenomenal. Some 
5,000 of them have made public decisions for 
Christ and many parents and ministers are 
reporting the effect of the Crusade messages 
on the hearts of the young people with whom 
they have to deal. 


Under the heading, “Why Teen-Agers Go To 
Hear Billy Graham,” the Charlotte Observer 
carried the following article by Martha Wil- 
liamson: 


“The boy stands . . . bluejeans and tee-shirt 

. holding the skirt-and-sweater girl’s hand 

Jerry Richard, 16, and Sandra Madison, 

14, both of Olon, are two of the thousands at 
Billy Graham’s Youth Night. 


“Bates Killough, of Indian Trail sits typically 
cross-legged on aluminum sheeting under stars 
.. . ‘This is. where the words of Billy belong— 
out here, closer to God,’ he says . . . then turns 
abruptly away to listen. 


“Perhaps two hundred other young people sit 
outdoors . . . some are eating . . . here, a ham- 
burger halts halfway to mouth as its owner's 
attention is held by the evangelist. 


“Inside the Coliseum, the teen-agers are bright 
specks of crowded color . . . ‘I’m here because 
I wanted to see the man I’ve heard so much 
about,’ said Central’s Margaret Williamson. 


“Thirty-five teen kids from Tryon sit, illegally 
in the aisle . . . many bowed heads. . . pray- 
ing silently throughout the sermon. 


“Tall, blond Shirley Deal, 15, one of State- 
ville’s 65, is among the standing . . . ‘He puts 
God where we can understand him.” 


“Queens student and teen counselor, Nancy 
Cook, puts it differently . . . ‘He has the truth.’ 

““He makes me see how much better life 
with God is’ . . . Martha Davis of Central has 
come often. 


“The Myers Park football team stands... 
their seats, reserved for 7:35 had been filled by 
7:10... ‘I think all young people like Billy. 
They want Billy’s God to be their own,’... 
said one tackle. 


“Teen-agers with Bibles . . . teen-agers with 
shoes off under seats .. . many have come from 
work and have not yet eaten. 
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“The teen counselors pray during service, 
after it and before it for themselves and others 
. . . Central’s Joe Sellers, North’s Bill Whitlow, 
East’s LeRoy Wray, Myers Park’s Ginger Al. 
lison ...a few... “This counseling job has 
been a real blessing’: Atkins Carson, Myers 
Park senior and co-editor of the school paper. 

“All over the audience this night 
slightly parted with listening . . . some eyes 
veiled by tears . . . mouths joyous in singing 
. . . heads lowered, hearts lifted in prayer .. . 
the young, by thousands, have come.” 


- + « lips 
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Short ible Stories 
as Setehed *a/tiustrated 
4x Cade C Smith 


Some of the titles 


The Spider and the Hands — Sparrows — Grass- 
hoppers — Swat the Fly — The Little Foxes — 
The Brier and the Roses — Grandmothers and 
Mothers — Joseph - in four continued stories — 
David - in four continued stories — The Boyhood 
of Jesus - in four continued stories — Ten “Mir- 
acle”’ stories —- The Ant, a worker — Bears and 
Bugbears — Jesus Loves Children — The Little 
Lost Sheep — Smiles — Stripes — He Climbed A 
Tree — The Tongue — Thanksgiving — Grey- 
friars’ Bobbie — A Little Girl’s Christmas Story. 
80 Stories 
The Children’s Page is promised to be off the 


press by November Ist. Price $1.25 postpaid. 
Order from 





The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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The Christian Faith and Life Sunday School Curriculum 
Material Popularizes Higher Criticism 


By The Rev. Richard W. Gray 
Willow Grove, Penn. 


Editor's Note: 


When confronted with an article like this an editor is faced with a serious problem. 


First of all he must ascertain the authentic background of the article and its author. 


In the second place he must determine whether the cause of Christ is furthered by taking up 


such a controversial matter. 


Thirdly, he must evaluate the potentials of the situation. Does Sunday School material used in 
a sister denomination come under the justified criticism of those outside that particular church? 
If it is a local situation to be settled at the local level then its publication can do harm. 


In this case we have held up the publishing of this article to ascertain the results of a meeting 


called in Pittsburgh to discuss this material. 


We now have before us a report of that meeting with detailed notes prepared by one of the 


participants. 


The Christian Faith and Life Sunday School curriculum, as criticized in the accompanying article, 


was vigorously defended by its Editor-in-Chief. 


The frank statement was made that our Lord was not a research scholar and did not know the 
textual problems in His day so (erroneously) spoke of Moses as the author of the Pentateuch. 


We publish this article for two reasons: 


a. To express our profound thanks that our own department of Christian Education has not sought 


to lead our Church astray in our own literature. 


b. In the hope that this airing of a situation elsewhere may help men think through the implica- 
tions of the higher critical scholarship on the entire life of the Church. 


The author of this article is a pastor in the Reformed Presbyterian Church, General Synod. His 
sources of material and information come from the Christian Faith and Life curriculum of the 
new United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and from men in that church. 


Higher Criticism, that destructive approach 
to the Bible once taught only to college and 
seminary students, is now being popularized 
in Sunday School. 


Christian Faith and Life, the Sunday School 
curriculum of the new United Presbyterian 
Church, is presenting Higher Criticism in an 
attractive, pedagogically up-to-the-minute form. 


This approach to the Bible which has de- 
stroyed the faith of many a college and semi- 
nary student will now undermine the faith of 


Sunday School pupils in the inspiration of the 
Bible. 


The Christian Church has sung of its faith 
in the familiar hymn-lines, 


“How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word.” 


The Church has believed the Bible to be 
God’s Word. But today Sunday School litera- 
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ture is teaching that the Bible in its entirety 
is not God’s Word, though it may contain God’s 
Word. God’s Word, it is alleged, is encased 
in the Bible, but the Bible is an admixture of 
the Divine Word and of human error. 


The Bible Speaks To You, by Robert Mc 
Afee Brown, is the pupil’s reference book for 
the coming year. This, along with the corre- 
sponding quarterlies for pupil and instructor, 
teaches several Higher Critical hypostheses. 
They are: 


1. That Jesus was mistaken when He thought 
that Moses, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
wrote the first five books of the Bible. 


2. That the Bible is not to be taken literally 
because it contains contradictions. 


3. That Adam and Eve were not real people 
in history. 
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WAS JESUS MISTAKEN ABOUT THE 
MOSAIC AUTHORSHIP? 


Jesus taught that Moses, under the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, wrote the first five 
books of the Bible. But this Sunday School 
material teaches that these books were not writ- 
ten until long after his time. And when they 
were written, it was by men depending on the 
faulty memories of generations rather than on 
the Spirit of the living God. 


A description of this fallible human process 
is given in The Bible Speaks To You in these 
words: 


“Our Old Testament is the end product 
of this gradual process and our apprecia- 
tion of its contents can be heightened by 
a recognition of how this process of ‘get- 
ting it down’ into its present form was 
done. It is, of course, possible to read 
these books profitably without extensive 
knowledge of their origins, but to know 
how the accounts were woven together is 
often a help when we run across two or 
three different accounts of the same 
evemt ... 


“Here’s how it happened. Perhaps as 
long ago as 900 B. C. (nearly 3,000 years 
ago!) an early writer compiled a series of 
stories about the tribes in southern Pales- 
tine, and sometime later additions were 
made to this account so that the Northern 
tribes would not be left out of the story. 
In these accounts the Hebrew word used 
for God was one which we would write 
as ‘Yahweh,’ and which in Hebrew would 
be YHWH (or, as it sometimes written 
JHVH). For this reason the document is 
called the ‘J’ document, and where JHVH 
occurs in the early part of our Old Testa- 
ment we can be pretty sure that the pas- 
Sages in question are from ‘]’. 


“Later on (perhaps between 750-700 
B.C.) another writer wrote a similar ac- 
count of the history, this time with chief 
emphasis on the Northern tribes. Since 
he did not believe that the ‘name’ of 
JHVH was known until the time of Moses, 
he used another Hebrew word for God, 
Elohim. His document is therefore known 
as the ‘E’ document. Later on the accounts 
were woven together, to form what you 
should be able to guess is called ‘=: 


“Now the Northern tribes, who had by 
this time become a kingdom, met a dis- 
astrous military defeat in 722 B.C. and in 
the chaos following this experience a group 
of people came to feel that the disaster 
was due to the faulty worship of God. 
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Consequently they wrote another history, 
with special emphasis on how worship 
should be conducted. About a hundred 
years after the defeat, in 621 B.C. this 
document was discovered in the Temple. 
It led to sweeping reforms. Much of this 
document seems to be contained in what 
we call ‘Deuteronomy,’ so it is called, natur- 
ally enough, ‘D’. So important did it be- 
come that it was woven into the other his- 
trical accounts, to form ‘JED’. 


“There was a final step. The Southern 
Kingdom likewise went down to military 
defeat and the people were taken into exile. 
Once again they wrote their history, this 
time with special emphasis on the im- 
portance of Jerusalem as a center of 
worship and of the priests as the directors 
of the religious life of the people. Because 
of its ‘priestly’ emphasis this document is 
known as ‘P’. The four documents were 
woven together to form ‘JEDP,’ and it is 
out of this composite that the books of 
Genesis through Joshua come.” 


This is the heart of the Higher Critical 
theory of the authorship of the first six books 
of the Bible. They were not written by Moses 
as Jesus believed but they were passed on by 
word of mouth until the time of Solomon, 
more than 400 years later. How reliable could 
stories be which have no other basis in fact 
than word-of-mouth repetition for 400 years? 


Worse still, the record made in Solomon’s 
time was only the beginning of a fallible 
process, according to this theory. Other records 
were written two and three hundred years after 
Solomon. And the Biblical account as we have 
it today was fabricated out of these records 
by a redactor which wove them together at 
least a thousand years after the events they 
describe took place. 


The word “fabricated” is used advisedly be- 
cause the book of Exodus says that God com- 
manded Moses to write and he did write. (See 
Exodus 1:14; 24:3,4; 34:27; Numbers 33:1,2; 
Deuteronomy 31:21-29). 


This theory not only asks us to believe that 
the writer of Exodus falsified when he attributed 
what he was writing to Moses, but it also asks 
us to believe that the Son of God was ignorant 
of this falsehood. Referring to the books which 
bear Moses’ name Jesus said: “For had ye be: 
lieved Moses, ye would have believed me, for 
he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words?” (John 
5:46,47; cf. Luke 24:44,45); 16:31). 


By what strange inconsistency does the Chris- 
tian Faith and Life Sunday School material 
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present Jesus as the Son of God? How could 
He be the omniscient Son of God if he made 
such a terrible blunder in thinking Moses ac- 
tually wrote the books which bear his name? 
Could it be that this material does not mean 
by the deity of Christ that which the Church 
has associated with deity, namely omniscience 
and infallibility? 


IS THE BIBLE TO BE TAKEN 
LITERALLY? 


Perhaps the authors of this material would 
argue that Jesus did not take the Bible liter- 
ally. They might say that Jesus was aware of 
the discrepancy mentioned above but this simply 
proves that He did not interpret the Bible 
literally. 


Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount 
reveals His respect for the very letter of the 
law of Moses. “For verily I say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, till all 
be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18). In another place 
He clinched an argument with the Pharisees 
with an appeal to an obscure reference in the 
Psalms about which He said, “ ... and the 
Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). 
Repeatedly He silenced His critics by an appeal 
to the final court with the formula, “It is 
written.” 


Holding the Bible to be literally true (true to 
the very letter which makes one word different 
from another) does not preclude the use of 
figures of speech. Jesus Himself employed 
them in such statements as “I am the door.” 


But the Christian Faith and Life Sunday 
School material criticizes the literal method of 
interpretation which it accurately describes as 
a belief that “every word is directly inspired. . . ,” 
“a belief in the absolute authority of the 
Scriptures, interpreted in such a way that to 
be a Christian meant believing the words of 
the Bible, the statements contained within the 
covers of the Book, as literally true in all par- 
ticulars.” 


Let us see just how it denounces this view of 
the Scripture held by Conservatives or Funda- 
mentalists and conveniently designated “verbal 
inspiration.” We quote from The Bible Speaks 
To You: 


“2. In sharp contrast to the allegorical 
method is the view that the Bible is to be 
interpreted literally, often with the further 
claim that since every word is directly in- 
spired, all parts are therefore of equal 
profit and value. This is a much newer 
way of interpreting the Bible than the 
allegorical way. Luther, for example, the 
first Protestant Reformer, made sharp dis- 
tinctions between various parts of the Bible, 
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calling James an ‘epistle of the straw,’ and 
stating that he saw little religious value in 
the book of Revelation. Whether his judg- 
ments were correct is not so important, 
for the moment, as the fact that he felt 
free to make them. But later Reformers, 
having continued with Luther to repudi- 
ate the absolute authority of the pope, 
turned more and more to a belief in the 
absolute authority of the Scriptures, in- 
terpreted in such a way that to be a Chris- 
tian meant believing the words of the 
Bible, the statements contained within the 
covers of the book, as literally true in all 
particulars. In what way did this raise 
a problem? 


“There is an ethical difficulty in the po- 
sition ‘literalists’ sometimes adopt, that all 
the parts of the Bible are equally true and 
inspired. There is—or ought to be—a clear 
difference between the attitude of Ps. 137 
toward the enemy, ‘Happy shall be he who 
takes your little ones and dashes them 
against a rock!’ (v.9) and Jesus’ attitude 
toward his enemies, ‘Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do’ (Luke 
23:24). Such statements are clearly not on 
the same level of spiritual significance . . .” 
(Ps. 18,19). 


Note how the writer creates the impression 
that the Bible contradicts itself, leaving his 
reader with the innuendo that it cannot be 
verbally inspired. He wrests a verse from Psalm 
137 implying that the Old Testament people 
worshipped a God who was a cruel, vindictive 
monster. Then he singles out a statement of 
Jesus disclosing a God who is really forgiving 
rather than vindictive. 


An examination of the context in Psalm 
137 reveals this is a Psalm of the Exile. The 
people are being cruelly treated by the Baby- 
lonian oppressor. The only silver lining in the 
clouds on their horizon is the prediction that 
God was going to end the Captivity and punish 
the wicked oppressor. Of this judgment they 
sing. 


Jesus speaks of the same God of judgment 
when He upbraids the cities wherein He did 
many of His mighty works. He cries out: “And 
thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto 
heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if 
the mighty works, which have been done in 
thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day” (Matthew 11:23). 


Jesus pictures a God of stern justice and for- 
giving mercy. The Old Testament does the 
same. The God who in His justice fulminates 
against Babylon at the same time holds out the 
hand of mercy. His prophet cried, “Yet forty 
days and Ninevah shall be destroyed,” imply- 
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ing that there is always mercy when the decla- 
ration of judgment brings repentance. Nineveh 
repented and Nineveh was forgiven and spared. 


WERE ADAM AND EVE REALLY 
PEOPLE IN HISTORY? 


One would like to ask a question of this 
Sunday School literature so anxious to give the 
impression the Bible contradicts itself. It is: 
“How serious are these so-called errors in the 
Bible? Do they affect its central message?” 


The answer is at hand. These alleged errors 
are sO serious as to raise question as to the his- 
toricity of Adam and Eve. And let it be added, 
if Adam was not a real person, God’s plan of 
redemption from Adam’s sin is not real, and 
as a result our faith in Christ as Saviour is 
vain and we are yet in our sins. This is a 
solemn charge. Let us see whether this material 
really denies the historicity of Adam and if so 
whether this undermines our faith in God’s plan 
of salvation. 


It is not hard to see why the authors lack 
confidence in the account of Genesis. If, as they 
allege, the only basis in fact for these records 
is that they were handed down by word of 
mouth for thousands of years, one could hardly 
believe that Adam and Eve were real people. 


The instructor’s manual speaks of them in 
this way: 


“In the Hebrew language, Adam means 
man and is a clear derivative of the word 
for ground, and Eve means woman, but 
basically life. We have almost always 
thought of Adam and Eve as the names of 
of people. The story says, ‘no these are 
not names, but are terms to indicate that 
this is not only first man but all man.’ In 
light of this, what are you going to do the 
next time you hear a joke about Adam and 
Eve? Can you stop thinking about them 
as proper names?” (Westminster Adult 
Leader, Oct.-Dec. 1958 p. 15) 


Now how important is belief in Adam and 
Eve as real people to the plan of salvation? 
In Romans 5:12-19, the Holy Spirit draws a 
parallel between Adam and Christ, concluding 
with: “For as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of 
one shall many be made righteous.” Adam is 
the fountain-head of the old creation and 
Christ of the new. Adam’s disobedience plunged 
the human race into misery; Christ’s obedience 
ushers the redeemed race into eternal blessing. 
If Adam did not really live and disobey, the 
analogy topples and with it the salvation Christ 
was born to consummate. 


Another facet of the plan of salvation is il- 
lumined by a similar analogy in_I Corinthians 
15:20-22. “For since by man came death, by 
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man came also the resurrection of the dead. For 
as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” If Adam did not live, then he 
did not die. If he did not die, then we do not 
die as a result of Adam’s death. If we do not die 
as the result of Adam’s death, then there is 
no point to analogy that we live as the result 
of Christ’s resurrection. 


How important, then, is the historicity of 
Adam? It is essential to the superstructure 
of the plan of salvation God reveals in the 
Bible. 


Christian Faith and Life, Sunday School ma- 
terial which purports to teach how men can 
find life, in reality forges a chain of death. 
The denial of the Mosaic authorship of the 
Pentateuch involves a denial of the infallibility 
of the Son of God, the inspiration of the 
Bible and the historicity of the events upon 
which the plan of salvation is suspended. It 
leaves no more hope than the relatives of 
Dives, who refused to believe Moses. When 
the rich man pleaded that a special revelation 
of the horrors of hell be given his family, God 
said, “If they will not hear Moses and the proph- 
ets, neither will they be persuaded though one 
rose from the dead” (Luke 16:31). 
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OVER THE TOP? 


By Rev. F. A. Brown, D.D., Norfolk, Va. 


At last our church has reached the goal of 
an average annual gift of $4.00 per member 
for World Missions. The year closing Decem- 


ber 31, 1957, marked the crossing of the line 
to $4.07. 


This was no 100 yard dash but a 50 year 
Marathon. The Assembly, meeting in Birming- 
ham, 1907, drew up a revolutionary platform 
which astonished and enthused the church and 
helped to influence 25 of our sister denomina- 
tions, “to go and do likewise.” That platform 
is worthy to stand by the side of our First Mis- 
sionary Platform of 1861, of which our church 
is so justly proud. 


I have before me the original little leaflet 
of 1907 giving the action of the General Assem- 
bly, without comment. I quote a few lines: 


“It is the judgment of the General Assem- 
bly that the number of Foreign Mission- 
aries of our Church necessary to give the 
Gospel to those 25,000,000 within the 
present generation, is not less than 800. 


“It is the judgment of the General As- 
sembly that it will cost not less than 
$1,000,000 per annum to support the above 
named workers and their work . . . This 
would be an average of about $4.00 per 
member ... We therefore declare it to be 
in our judgment, the duty of our Church 
to begin the effort to bring its foreign mis- 
sion offerings up to this mark at once.” 


Now before we sing the Doxology over this 
achievement of our generation, let us take a 
hard look at these figures. The goal set in 
1907 was four postage stamps per week per 
member. The goal reached in 1957 is two 
postage stamps per week. 


There is no point in protesting, “you are 
confusing the two stamps; a two cent stamp in 
1907 and a four cent stamp in 1907”. Not so. 
The two cent stamp then carried a letter just 
as far as a four cent stamp does today. This 
is a just comparison between the dollar of 
1907 and the dollar of 1957, and it even ignores 
the vast difference between the earning power 
of our people fifty years ago and today. 


These statistics, by the way, are taken from 
the schedules in the Assembly’s Minutes, which 
include all gifts from living donors including 
the Birthday Gift from the Women of the 
Church, but excludes the amount paid into 
the equalization fund by the Board of World 
Missions. 
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We have to admit that since 1926, when we 
reached a high peak, our church has gone back- 
ward in her missionary zeal, as measured by 
the number of her missionaries and the pro- 
portional amount of her giving. True, we still 
lead all other large denominations. But does 
that give us any comfort? 


But here is comfort. Take another look 
at the record of 1957. $3,500,000.00 is a lot of 
money no matter how you look at it, even if 
you divide it among 850,000 church members. 
Every dollar could have been wisely used at 
home. Behind these gifts is hard work, sacrifice, 
love and prayer, that made this giving possible, 
in the lives of many - perhaps we should say, 
“in the lives of the few,” for World Missions 
has always been a minority movement - “The 
Master’s Minority.” 


The 504 missionaries on the field today are 
as truly led by the Holy Spirit as if they num- 
bered 1000. We must never forget that this 
giving of life and money is an evidence of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in the Church. This 
is the ground of our hope. Ours is a missionary- 
minded church, and if our present methods of 
giving do not yield better results, the church 
will adopt other methods. When the whole 
church feels and acts as the minority feels and 
acts, “the windows of heaven will be opened.” 


My dear friend and co-worker, Mr. Hu Yu 
Ting, a preacher-elder, once spoke to a group 
of Chinese Christians as follows: “Don’t talk 
to me about miracles. I have seen a miracle. 
Look at these missionaries. Look at these hos- 
pitals, schools, churches and the money given 
year after year, year after year by Christians 
overseas who have never even seen our faces. 
This to me is a great miracle.” A few years 
later — about 1935 — Mr. Hu was cruelly 
murdered by the Communists, as he was giving 
famine relief to the starving. 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 16 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Healing Mimstry 


Background Scripture: Matthew 8:1-17; Mark 1:29-34a 


Devotional Reading: Matthew 9:35-38 


Jesus’ ministry was threefold: Teaching, Preaching, Healing. We have seen samples of His 
teaching and preaching. Today we take up His healing ministry. 


Why did Jesus heal so many sick people? I believe the answer is three-fold. First, He healed out 
of compassion for the sick. All of us have a certain amount of compassion for sick people. It is 
a hard-hearted person indeed who does not. Over and over we read that He was moved with com- 


passion. We are often powerless and can do 
little or nothing to relieve human suffering 
or cure the sick. Jesus had the power and He 
healed all who came. A second reason for His 
healing was to show the people that He was 
their Messiah. His miracles of healing were 
a part of His credentials. This was true of 
many of the prophets. They, however, healed 
through the power of God, not their own power. 
Jesus, as the Son of God, had power in Him- 
self; virtue went out of Him to heal those who 
were sick. Jesus said to the Jews, Believe me 
for the sake of my works and when John sent 
to enquire if He were the Messiah, He healed 
many and claimed this as part proof of His 
being the Messiah. A third reason was that by 
healing the body He proved that He had the 
right to heal the soul. He spoke to the man 
borne of four and said, Son, thy sins be for- 
given thee, and when certain of the scribes rea- 
soned in their hearts, why doth this man speak 
blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God 
only? He healed the man’s body proving that 
He had the right to forgive his sins. Jesus 
always sought to do more than heal the body, 
He was seeking to save the man himself. 


There are certain things we want in a phy- 
sician. We want him to be accredited; we want 
him to have his diploma and something to 
show that he has the right to practice medicine. 
We do not want a “quack doctor.” Jesus was 
the accredited Physician. The voice from heaven 
had said, This is my Beloved Son, and He had 
been anointed with the Holy Spirit. Then, too, 
we want an experienced physician, one who 
has healed others like us. Jesus was the Ex- 
perienced Physician, for all manner of sick 
people came. We want a successful physician, 
one who has cured those who came. Jesus 
healed all who came and placed themselves 
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in His hands. There were some who would 
not come for healing of body or soul, for He 
says, ye will not come to me that ye might 
have life, and “the power of the Lord was 
present to heal them” (the Pharisees and 
scribes) but they were not healed because of 
hardness of heart. Last of all, but not least, 
we want a doctor who loves sick people. When 
they complained that He ate with publicans 
and sinners, He said, “they that are whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick; 
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance”. Where do you expect to find 
a doctor? He is found ministering to the sick. 
So Jesus ate with publicans and sinners be- 
cause He loved them and wished to save them. 
We love to sing, The Great Physician now is 
near, the Sympathizing Jesus. He has the right 
for He is God’s Son; He has the experience, 
for He has healed others who have the same 
disease; He is successful, for He says, him that 
cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out; He 
loves sinners; “He loved me and gave Himself 
for me.” 


In our Devotional Reading from Matthew 
we have a summary of the three-fold work of 
Jesus as He healed and preached and taught, 
followed by His saying, as He beheld the mul- 
titudes and had compassion upon them for 
they were scattered abroad, as sheep having 
no shepherd, pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest that he will send forth laborers 
into his harvest. Jesus needs our help in this 
three-fold ministry. Our missionary work is 
divided into these three parts: our schools, our 
hospitals, and our churches. The object of all 
three is to minister not merely, or chiefly, to 
the bodies of men, but to their souls. The school 
and the hospital, as well as the church, has 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





thi 
no 


m 
di 


ar 
Ca 
OI 








—_ Mer (OD ae 


- FP 


it, 
i1- 
or 
1g 
of 
TS 
11S 


ur 
ill 
to 
ol 


AL 





this for their main business, or else they do 
not deserve the name of Christian. 


I. Samples of His Healing from Matthew: 
Matthew 8:1-17. 


The first one mentioned is a leper. Leprosy 
was the most dreaded disease of the East. It 
was a loathsome disease and those suffering 
from it had to live lives separated as much as 
possible from other people. They had to cry, 
unclean, unclean, so that others must avoid 
them. It is a type of sin, and there were very 
strict laws regulating it, and the priests had 
to examine and pronounce whether the person 
was healed or not. (See Leviticus 13 and 14 
for the laws governing this dread disease) . 
This leper said to Jesus, Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean. And Jesus put forth 
His hand and touched him, saying, I will; be 
thou clean. Notice that Jesus commanded him 
to shew himself to the priest and offer the 
gift commanded by Moses. In every way Jesus 
observed the Old Testament Law. Notice also 
the touch of Jesus. He could touch the unclean 
leper and thus show His compassion. 


The second one is a centurion who had a 
sick servant. He came and told Jesus, and Jesus 
said, I will come and heal him. The centurion 
said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest 
come under my roof; but speak the word only, 
and my servant shall be healed. Jesus marveled 
at the man’s faith: Verily, I say unto you, I 
have not found so great faith, no, not in 
Israel, and predicts the coming of many from 
the east and west, while the children of the 
kingdom shall be shut out. How true this has 
been! The church today is largely Gentile 
while the Jews are still in the darkness of 
unbelief. Paul says that blindness is come upon 
them until the fullness of the Gentiles is come 
in. It will be a glorious day when this veil is 
taken away and Israel turns to her Messiah. 


This Roman centurion is one of several out- 
standing men in the Gospels and Acts. Another 
one is the officer in charge of the soldiers who 
crucified Jesus, and said, Truly this was the 
Son of God. Then the well-known one who 
sent for Peter (see Acts chapter 10) and in 
whose home the Spirit was poured out in what 
is known as the “Gentile Pentecost.” Still an- 
other is the one who saved Paul’s life when 
the soldiers wanted to kill the prisoners (see 
Acts 27:42,43). The higher Roman officers, 
such as Pilate and Herod, Festus and Felix, 
seemed to have little or no character but these 
minor officers — the centurions — were of a 
different type. 


Notice the combination of Humility, Courtesy, 
and Faith which were exhibited by this one who 
came to Jesus. It is quite different from what 
one would expect in a Roman soldier, for the 
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Romans as a whole despised the Jews and 
treated Him shamefully at the trial. Humility 
and Faith are necessary when we come to God, 
and He answers us when we come in this way. 
And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy 
way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done 
unto thee. And his servant was healed in 
the selfsame hour. 


Jesus then comes into Peter’s house, saw his 
wife’s mother lying sick of a fever. And He 
touched her hand and the fever left her; and 
she arose, and ministered unto them. Jesus’ 
cures were immediate and thorough, no weeks 
and days of slowly getting better. There are 
many feverish souls that need the touch of His 
hand today. The Great Physician can bring 
peace and quietness into our hearts as well as 
to our bodies. 


In the evening many came with evil spirits. 
These were cast out and the sick healed. Mat- 
thew is careful to tell us that this was a fulfill- 
ment of a prophecy made by Isaiah (Isa. 43:4) . 


II. Samples of Healing as given by Mark: 
Mark 1:29-34. 


These are the same as given by Matthew. I 
wish to emphasize some little words which bring 
out the magnitude of Jesus’ work as a Physician 
and the prominent place which evil spirits took 
in this healing. Mark says they brought into 
Him “all” that were diseased or had evil spirits, 
that “all” the city was gathered at the door. 
His healing ministry was one of the major 
parts of His work. Sin, too, is a terrible disease 
and He can heal sinsick souls, as we shall see 
in our next lesson. He healed “many” and cast 
out “many” devils. It was a wonderful time in 
Galilee. 


I have spoken before of the prominence of 
devils (or more correctly, demons) for these 
were evil spirits employed in the service of 
the great evil spirit, the devil, who has a great 
many such spirits at his command. Satan was 
marshalling all his forces for the battle. I 
feel that today we have an unusual display of 
Satanic power. We read and hear of crimes 
which seem too horrible for men to commit 
unless under the influence of some evil spirit. 
Then in the world as a whole we see demon- 
strations of evil forces in a wholesale way as 
mobs gather in a mad display of anger. It looks 
like Satan is using all his power again and the 
‘Man of Sin” may soon be revealed. May our 
Saviour come quickly! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 16 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Green Stuff 


Scripture: Psalm 24 


Suggested Hymns: 
“We Give Thee But Thine Own” 


“I Am Thine, O Lord, I Have Heard Thy 
Voice” 


“Take My Life And Let It Be Consecrated” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Money is_ convenient,. Paper money, the 
“green stuff,” is even more convenient than 
metal money because it is lighter in weight and 
easier to carry. We are troubled at times be- 
cause we do not have as much money as we 
think we need, but think how complicated life 
would be if there were no money at all. Money 
is representative of time, skill, and effort. We 
sacrifice our lives bit by bit and day by day 
for money. Money also represents things and 
services which we need. We take the money 
for which we toil and use it to buy food, cloth- 
ing, education, entertainment, and many other 
things. God is very concerned about our atti- 
tude toward money, toward the ways we earn 
it and the ways we use it. In a sense, your 
money is your life, and the Lord is very much 
interested in what you do with your life. 


During His public ministry Christ had many 
things to say about money and the relation 
of people to it. Our speakers will read some of 
the passages in which Christ spoke of money 
and will explain what they mean to us. 


First Speaker: 

(Read Matthew 19:16-22.) Here was a young 
man who was blessed in many ways, but he recog- 
nized that something very important was lack- 
ing in his life. In all sincerity he came to 
Jesus seeking to have his need met. Jesus told 
him to sell all of his possessions and to follow 
Him. The young man refused because he had 
a higher regard for his riches than he did for 
his own soul. This is a tragic picture. 


As we apply this teaching to our own lives, 
we must understand that the Lord does not 
require us to part with all of our possessions. 
He simply wants us to put Him first in our 
lives. He wants us to be willing to give up 
anything if it is necessary to do so in order to 
follow Him. He wants us to realize that it is 
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possible to worship material possessions in place 
of God. Are we ever tempted to place a higher 
value on the things we possess than on our 
immortal souls? Do we ever allow the love of 
things to come between us and our worship 
and service of God? 


Second Speaker: 

(Read Luke 12:13-21.) Here is another tragic 
story. This man mistook his body for his soul 
and he mistook time for eternity. He looked 
on his possessions as an end within themselves. 
There was no essential sin in his abundant 
harvests. God had given them to him. It was 
not wrong for him to prepare barns and store- 
houses for the fruits of the harvest, but it was 
very wrong for him to think that in hoarding 
up these possessions he had attained the highest 
goal in life. 


Most of us are not tempted to grow crops 
and to build barns and storehouses, but we may 
be tempted to make and hoard money. We 
may be tempted to think that the essence of 
success is a tremendous bank account. We 
may think that our souls can be nourished and 
satisfied by possessing great sums of money. 
There is no sin in possessing money, if we rec- 
ognize that money is to be used as a means to 
an end and that it is not an end in itself. If 
God allows us to make money, it is in order 
that we may use it to glorify Him and to help 
others. If we make money just for the joy of 
having it, we are missing God’s purpose for our 
lives and we are cheating ourselves. The money 
we keep to ourselves, we are certain to lose, 
but that which we give away in the service of 
God and God’s people is an investment for 
eternity. 


Third Speaker: 

(Read Mark 12:41-44.) We can be sure that 
this poor woman who made this meager offer- 
ing had no idea that her act would go down 
in history as one of the best known examples 
of sacrificial giving. It was not much in the 
eyes of others, but it was all that she had, and 
the Lord honored it. We can also be certain 
that she received joy and blessing from the gift 
she made. She would not have given so sacri- 
ficially had she not really wanted to. When 
any person is as concerned about making an 
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offering to the Lord as she was, blessing and 
joy are bound to result from it. 


There was a poor woman who earned only 
a few dollars a week, and her small earnings 
were the only income for the support of her- 
self and her small children. Every week she 
gave five cents to the church. One of the of- 
ficers of the church thought it a shame that 
she gave even five cents out of her living, and 
he went to her offering to pay it for her each 
week. With tears in her eyes she refused his 
offer saying that one of the few joys she had 
in life was that she could make an offering 
to the Lord. She had found the blessing of 
giving. Have we? 


Fourth Speaker: 

(Read Matthew 6:19-21.) This is another 
passage which tells us that the money we save 
is really lost in the accounting of eternity, and 
that the money we spend in the service of 
Christ is an investment for eternity. The pas- 
sage also tells us that what we do with our 
money is a true indication of the devotion of 
our hearts. Many of us profess that our lives 
are dedicated to the service of Christ. In our 
prayers and in our hymns we call Him “Lord” 
and “Master.” If He is really the Lord and 
Master of our lives, then He will receive first 
consideration in the use we make of our money. 
We observed at the very beginning of this pro- 
gram that our money is representative of us. 
Beginning now and throughout life we shall 
be trading our lives . . . our energy, our skill, 
and our time . . . for the “green stuff.” The 
dollars we have earned and hold in our hands 
represent a small part of our lives. Are all of 
those dollars dedicated to the glory of God? 
It is not expected that all of the dollars shall 
be given to the church, but as we spend them 
we must seek the will and the plan of God. 
If we seek to glorify God with every dollar we 
possess, we are well on the way to glorifying 
Him in the whole of life. 


Questions for Discussion: 
1. How can young people become the slaves 
of money? 


2. How can they make money serve them? 


3. How can money be used to glorify God 
other than giving it to specific Christian work? 


Closing Prayer 
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Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


> 99 


Teenagers, ““Popeye’s” little friend “Wimpy’s” 
ruling passion was expressed at the lunch coun- 
ter: “I will pay you Tuesday for a hamburger 
today!” He was in continual hot water be- 
cause of his stomach for the present, and his 
blindness to the future. And we laugh at Wimpy 
because he is in the comic strip, while we 
say it would be a pity for any human to be like 
that, But, believe me, Wimpy is a perfect type 
of a multitude of folks today, with this excep- 
tion in Wimpy’s favor: Wimpy really has not 
a normal mind; he is a complete dunce. But 
there are lots of fellows with plenty of brains 
running right along on Wimpy’s precarious 
platform, and “Tuesday,” the day of judgment, 
is coming toward them with relentless precision. 

One of our Sunday school lessons bore the 
title, “The Financial Cost of Alcoholic bever- 
ages.” The financial cost is the smallest part 
of the price, even when we count into the 
cost the loss of money making power, the loss 
of a job, the loss of a home and other material 
assets — which losses usually follow in the trail 
of alcoholic investment. All that loss is trifling 
compared with the loss of self-respect, the loss 
of friends, the loss of influence, the loss of 
health, the loss of mental peace, and, in many 
cases, the loss of eternal life in Christ. 


When our government resumed the licensing 
of the liquor traffic it handed over to Satan, 
as far as it was able to do so, the youth and 
the manhood and the womanhood of this coun- 
try and, in effect, said: “Take them and do 
your worst with them; all we want is the 
internal revenue!” Uncle Sam may be a top- 
liner among the nations of the world, but he 
was not wise enough to see when he did that, 
he was giving up something a thousand times 
more precious than all the revenue he will 
derive from liquor licenses. He sold his birth- 
right for a mess of pottage. Before “Prohibition 
Days” the old saloon was a foul, ill-smelling 
place, the rendezvous of toughs and those who 
had lost all self-respect. That was a moral 
barricade that saved many from the pitfall of 
liquor. Then the country rose up and voted 
for prohibition, which closed the dirty saloons. 
This opened the way for the bootlegger and 
sales were continued, but under a legal ban 
and in vastly reduced volume. Here again the 
moral barricade of lawlessness helped to keep 
many from the liquor curse. 


But the brewers were cut down and Uncle 
Sam was missing his revenue, so the country 
was sowed down with the argument that the 
bootleggers were selling as much as the saloons 
had sold (which was not true) and the govern- 
ment was losing a vast sum by the absence. of 
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the liquor tax. A new generation of voters 
who had not known the dirty saloon days went 
to the polls and annulled the prohibition 
amendment. One of the campaign slogans was 
that if prohibition was discarded the old saloon 
would not be allowed to return. Liquor won 
the election, and now what have we? 


The old saloon is back in all its hideous- 
ness, with a few technical restrictions which are 
either disregarded or cut no figure; and in 
addition we have the liquor traffic spread out 
in other places of trade. Drugstores make elab- 
orate displays of bottled whiskies and wines; 
grocery and food stores carry alcoholic bev- 
erages on the front shelves, and restaurants, 
soda founts and cafes dispense it freely. Even 
a woman, making pretense to decency, can 
step into an orderly looking establishment, pur- 


chase a bottle of whiskey and blandly walk 
out with it under her arm. The magazines and 
daily newspapers carry whole page ads of liquor. 
The brewers and cigarette manufacturers are 
among the few who can afford such prodigal 
advertising costs. On every hand one is faced 
with display billboards and artistic signs flaunt- 
ing the invitation to buy “elegant” liquors, 
which only means down under the camouflage, 
“Come and make a sot of yourself.” In one of 
our large cities I saw a tremendous and costly 
neon billboard, high above one of the principal 
shopping centers, flashing this Barnum-like cry: 
“Clear heads call for —————!” and the name 
of a brand of whiskey filled the blank. Clear 
heads! Think of it! How long would they be 
clear? Truly Barnum was right when he said 
the American public like to be humbugged. 
Give me Wimpy and his hamburger every time. 
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Our Religious Heritage 
Mrs. J. W. Hassell 


A recent book entitled “In God We Trust,” 
by Norman Cousins, makes this statement, “The 
Youthful Founding Fathers were, many of them, 
dramatic examples of whole men . . . They 
connected their spiritual beliefs to political ac- 
tion.” And so see we that religion to them was 
very real; not only was their faith vital but 
their conduct of the highest order. 


These Founding Fathers came from many 
lands but all from much the same background 
—from a Europe torn by religious conflict and 
bitter persecution. 


To understand their strong convictions, their 
sincere desire to worship God according to the 
dictates of their own conscience, their love of 
freedom, we turn to the pages of European 
history. 


The first translation of the Bible into English 
was made by John Wycliffe, English reformer, 
Oxford professor and popular lecturer. The 
famous Wycliffe Bible was hand-written as the 
printing press was yet to be invented. He lived 
during the reign of Edward III. Protected by 
royalty, his writings became very popular. He 
believed firmly in the authority of the Scrip- 
tures and the right of all men to have access 
to them. As a result, in 1380 he was condemned 
as a heretic by the Roman Catholic Church 
and many of his followers were persecuted. For- 
tunately Wycliffe escaped arrest and died a few 
years later in 1384. 
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Another great religious leader arose in what 
is now Czecho-Slovakia, - John Huss. He fol- 
lowed in the footsteps of Wycliffe. The Bible 
had been translated into Bohemian, his native 
speech, two or three years before Wycliffe’s 
translation of the English Bible appeared. Huss, 
the great reformer, Dean at the University of 
Prague, used his native tongue to preach the 
Bible. He also attacked the corruption of the 
clergy and the sale of indulgences. At first he 
accepted the official ban on Wycliffe’s so called 
heresies, but his own studies of the Bible later 
revealed to him his agreement with Wycliffe. 
He challenged the authority of the Pope. He 
demanded reforms in the church. He asked 
the people to look into the Scriptures for answer 
to their day to day problems. Hated by the 
clergy, his books were ordered burned by the 
Archbishop of Prague in 1410. In 1414 Huss 
was seized and imprisoned. When he refused 
to recant his doctrines, he was pronounced a 
heretic and burned at the stake. His friend, 
Jerome of Prague, rushed to his help. He also 
was arrested. When Jerome too refused to re- 
cant his views, he was burned at the stake like 
Huss. However, their followers kept alive the 
doctrines of reform. 


A little later in 1452 there was born in Italy 
a man destined to stir his own nation as Wycliffe 
had stirred England and Huss and Jerome Bo- 
hemia. This man, Savonarola, possessed fierce 
resolve to save the people from their sins. Start- 
ing to preach in the churches, he soon swayed 
such hordes that he had to speak out-of-doors. 
Savonarola also was burned at the stake as a 
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heretic, this in 1498, just six years after the 
discovery of America. 


As early as the 13th century the unorthodox 
teachings of the Albigensians of southern France 
came under attack by the Roman Church. After 
unsuccessfully attempting to convert the Albi- 
gensians to Catholicism, Pope Innocent III 
launched a crusade against them. Bloodshed, 
persecutions and destruction accompanied the 
Albigensian crusade which lasted for nearly 20 
years. However, Albigensian believers remained 
scattered throughout France, carrying on their 
practices in secret until the Inquisition was em- 
ployed against them. 


About this time Galileo made his great con- 
tribution to science, being one of the first 
astronomers to use the telescope in the study 
of celestial bodies. The Church condemned his 
opinions and Galileo, under threat of excom- 
munication, was made to recant his views be- 
fore a tribunal of ten cardinals. 


When young Martin Luther nailed a notice 
to the door of Wittenburg Church in October 
1517, he started a wedge in Western Christen- 
dom which was to crack it asunder. Within a 
generation the Protestant movement he found- 
ed was intrenched in much of Europe. This 
was an era of awakening. Europe had been 
slumbering intellectually for 1000 years. Now 
men were beginning to question the religious 
teachings of the Roman Church. With the in- 
vention of the printing press, they gained new 
sources of information. They began asking 
whether Church dogma sprang from the Scrip- 
tures. The discovery also of the New World 
gave them a sense of progress on earth, inde- 
pendent of Church auspices. 


The Reformation progressed. By 1555 Rome’s 
thousand years of supreme authority in West- 
ern Europe was ended. 


The aim of Luther, Calvin and other re- 
formers was not full religious liberty but the 
establishment of particular churches and creeds 
independent of Rome. But once the process 
of division had been set in motion, its logical 
conclusion was religious freedom. Across Europe 
spread many new sects such as Anabaptist, who 
rejected infant baptism, held that a confession 
of faith was prerequisite to baptism and stood 
for separation of church and state. 


According to the book, “Bible and Christi- 
anity, Presented by Year,” (I quote) “In the 
end Christian ethics benefited from competition 
between many churches. Each sect guarded its 
conduct to avoid criticism.” 


And now we come to some of the most stir- 
ring events of all Protestant history, - those 
connected with the strong reform movement 
among the Huguenots of France, followers of 
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John Calvin. Though bitterly persecuted by the 
Roman Catholic Church, they grew rapidly in 
numbers. Converts came chiefly from among 
the middle classes and nobility. We are all 
familiar with the events of St. Bartholomew’s 
Day, - “On the eve of St. Bartholomew’s Day, 
August 24, 1572, doors of Huguenot residents 
in Paris were marked to guide the assassins. 
At the sound of the palace bell 2,000 burghers 
fell on the victims and butchered them. Thou- 
sands were murdered. The Pope upon hearing 
the news (some historians think the news dis- 
torted) , ordered bonfires and a special medal 
to be struck celebrating the event. Thus ended 
the grisly St. Bartholomew massacre, blackest 
moment in the Reformation. But it utterly 
failed to accomplish its purpose of destroying 
French Protestantism.” 


In 1598 France’s Religious Wars were brought 
to an end and the Edict of Nantes proclaimed, 
one of the earliest guarantees of religious lib- 
erty. Under this protection the reform move- 
ment won as much as a fourth of the French 
population. But in mid-17th Century Louis XIV 
renewed the old persecution of Protestants and 
finally revoked the Edict of Nantes. Though 
forbidden to leave France, some 50,000 Hugue- 
nots chanced death and fled to other countries, 
including the American colonies. 


Under the vigorous leadership of John Knox, 
Scotland became the crucial salient in the rap- 
idly developing struggle between Protestant and 
Roman Catholic forces in Europe. The church 
organization was a middle road between epis- 
copacy and congregationalism. God was the 
supreme authority and the Bible the standard of 
belief. Knox effected a stern morality through- 
out the country. An adherent of the Calvinistic 
doctrines which put not only religious beliefs 
but manners and private morals under the juris- 
diction of the church, he did not hesitate to 
rebuke the ladies of the court of Mary, Queen 
of Scots, nor even the Queen herself. Historians 
credit much of Scotland’s high educational 
standards and its adherence to democratic tra- 
ditions to John Knox. 


A word now about the Baptists, Methodists 
and Episcopal Churches as well as the Quakers. 


In 1608 the first Baptist Church was estab- 
lished by John Smythe, a former minister of 
the Church of England (Episcopal). The Dec- 
laration of Faith contained the first demand 
made by Englishmen for the separation of 
church and state. It reads, “The magistrate 
is not to meddle with religion, or matters of 
conscience, nor compel men to this or that form 
of religion.” This church was established in 
Amsterdam where they as Independents or Sep- 
aratists had found asylum, fleeing from persecu- 
tion in England on account of their faith. 
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Methodism did not have its beginning until 
1729. By 1767 societies were organized in both 
New York and Maryland. This church soon 
made rapid growth in the New World. 


The Congregational Church and the Quakers 
both exerted vast influence in the early days of 
the Colonies. In 1630 a group of Congregation- 
alists sailed for America and founded Plymouth 
Colony. Together with the Massachusetts Bay 
Puritans they formed a powerful theocratic gov- 
ernment in the New World. One of the leading 
tenets of the Congregational Church was that 
the civil government should be respected but 
have no authority over the church. The term 
Puritan signified that those who bore it sought 
to “purify” reformation teaching and to sim- 
plify the church service. They were opposed to 
elaborate ceremonials and vestments and were 
inclined to seek guidance solely in the Bible. 
Their plain dress, speech and manners were 
in marked contrast to the early English settlers 
of Virginia who were largely adherents of the 
Established or Episcopal Church of England. 
However, they shared in common the strict ob- 
servance of the Sabbath Day. 


It was during the reign of Edward VI, son 
of King Henry VIII, that the 39 Articles of 
Faith were adopted, English substituted for 
Latin in church services, and the celibacy of 
the clergy and the confession discontinued. 


This was the religious background of our 
Founding Fathers. One of their first acts in 
every instance was to build a church. In Vir- 
ginia as well as New England moral misde- 
meanors were severely punished. It is written 
of the early settlers that when they swore at 
their blisters, Captain John Smith decreed that 
a can of cold water should be poured down 
the offender’s sleeve, one can for each bath. 


Our Founding Fathers had in common a 
deep faith in God, a holy reverence of the Scrip- 
tures, a determination to worship God accord- 
ing to the dictates of their own consciences. 
Many were seeking religious freedom. Their 
faith, their courage, their perseverance against 
terrific odds, their love of liberty,-these are some 
of the religious heritages that are ours today. 
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I am thinking this morning of 


Property Ready for Possession 
By Mrs. R. T. Reed 


This property may be obtained without a 
cash payment. The purchase price has been 
paid in full for you. It is yours to accept with 
certain stipulation which you must accept. 


1. You must believe without question that 
the price was paid by another just for you. 


2. You can never sell or will it to anyone 
else, but you can share the knowledge of it 
with others. 


3. You must be willing to acknowledge that 
while you can be in possession you are also 
possessed by the One who has your welfare at 
heart. 


4. You must accept this Mansion sight unseen 
and yet have complete awareness that it is 
yours. 


5. You may not like to think of blood, but 
you cannot enter without its purifying power 
and cleansing reaching into the innermost parts 
of your being. The One who owns you and 
prepared this Mansion gave this blood from 
His own body. 


You will want to know something of the 
grounds and surroundings. It is built on good 
ground. It is not rocky. The fowls do not eat 
the seed as it is sown nor does the wind blow 
it away. You will be able to find the entrance. 
There is just one and it is lighted by One who 
is light. The sign over the gate reads Salvation 
and the path leading to it is well marked also, 
but many do not seem to read it and they lose 
the way. The sign on the path says “I am the 
way, the truth and the life.” 


You will find that the One who gives you 
this property has it fully prepared and will 
be ready to welcome you and to receive you 
to Himself. Before He left the earth to build 
these Mansions for His friends, He told every- 
one about His plan. Some did not believe and 
some would not listen and some have forgotten, 
but it is all fully recorded in the Book of Life. 
The words are so plain. They are “I go to 
prepare a place for you—I will come again and 
receive you unto myself that where I am, there 
ye may be also.” 


Your property will be surrounded by good 
neighbors filled with love for you. There are 
well lighted streets, for it is the Land of Eternal 
Day. There is perfect law and order for the 
Ruler is perfect and all who live there. A beau- 
tiful river flows through, calm and clear as 
crystal and you will see a tree—an unusual tree 
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bearing fruit every month, and the leaves are 
for healing—the healing of the Nations. 


One never sees a funeral procession, for there 
is no death there. In fact, no sickness nor pain. 
The climate is perfect. There is no need of 
police protection for it is restricted against all 
evil. 


If you have never appreciated music before, 
you will love it there for it will have a new 
meaning. Of course, to really know more about 
this beautiful home which you can claim you 
must examine the Word of Truth. You will 
read that John was a prisoner on the Isle of 
Patmos and one Lord’s Day beauties and glories 
of the Lard were shown to him in order that 
he might pass it on to us. At the end of this 
Revelation he heard a special invitation which 
reads “‘and the Spirit and the Bride say Come.” 
Our purchaser says if we wish to accept a 
mansion and live in this wonderful Land of 
Eternity we must keep ready and be able to 
say “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Meantime, 
He wants us to speak enthusiastically to others 
about the Mansion they too can find “ready 
for possession.” 





Stillman College 


Stillman College opened on September 15, with 
a registration of 440. This is an increase of 21% 
over the 364 of 1957 and 52% over the 286 of 
1956. 


In spite of the fact that the college has been 
stricter in screening admissions and has turned 
away a large number of applicants, the facilities— 
residence, classroom and laboratories are taxed 
to the utmost. 


We are happy to report that placement tests 
given to the 167 freshmen and 19 transfer stu- 
dents, show an improved average over previous 
years. The faculty reports an improvement in 
student attitude toward classroom work. We feel 


oy this spirit is reflected in all phases of college 
ife. 


This year, both of the major student offices are 
held by candidates for the Presbyterian ministry. 
Eugene King, a senior from Tampa, Florida, is 
President of Westminster Fellowship, the only 
religious organization on the campus; while Roose- 
velt Haynes, a senior from Gallatin, Tennessee is 
president of the student body. 


Miss Pauline Finney, a junior from Richmond, 
Virginia, and a member of the Eastminster Presby- 
terian Church, is editor of the college yearbook, 
The Stillmate. Johnny Davis, a senior from Brew- 
ton, Alabama, who was sent last summer by students 
and friends to France to attend a work camp 
under the auspices of the World Council of 
Churches, is editor of the college newspaper, “The 
Tiger’s Paw.” 


The new faculty members are: Dr. E. C. Beck, 
Head of the Division of Humanities and Professor 
of English. Dr. Beck is a distinguished author, and 
an experienced educator. Miss Margaret Davis, 
for several years the principal of our Mission 
School in Cardenas, Cuba, is now Head of the 
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Modern Language Department at Stillman. Before 
coming to us she served as Associate Professor of 
Spanish at the University of Alabama. 


Mrs. Myllicent Buchanan is now an instructor 
in the Social Science gooey Last year she 
was at Alabama A&M College. Still another is 
Mr. E. A. Colvin, an instructor in Art and Mathe- 
matics. 


Ground was broken on September 28 for the 
new sanctuary of Brown-Memorial Church just 
off the Stillman Campus. In addition to substantial 
assistance from the Board of Church Extension, 
and the Board of Christian Education, the small 
local membership of this Church has pledged $25,- 
000. We are praying that friends of our work 
will become interested in this great endeavor for 
Christ and provide the balance of $65,475 needed 
to complete the Church. 


It is our earnest desire that this church become 
as near a model as possible in order that our 
students may have a worship and learning ex- 
perience that will better prepare them for future 
leadership in the Church. 


Rev. Joseph Richard McRee, D.D. 


Rev. Joseph Richard McRee, D.D., died August 
3, 1958, at Soddy, Tennessee. He was born Sept. 
7, 1872, ordained as a minister in 1900, married 
Miss Mary Lillian McSween in 1902, and became 
the minister at Zion Presbyterian Church, Colum- 
bia, Tennessee, on March 12, 1924, from which 
church he retired in 1940. He is survived by his 
widow and his son, John B. McRee, an elder in 
Fairview Presbyterian Church, North Augusta, 
South Carolina. 


The Session of Zion Presbyterian Church, Co- 
lumbia, Tennessee, in its regular quarterly meeting 
= October 12, 1958, adopted the following reso- 
ution. 


Whereas, Rev. Joseph Richard McRee, D.D., was 
called from his earthly home at Soddy, Tennessee, 
to his eternal home on August 3, in the year of 
our Lord 1958; and 


Whereas, Dr. McRee served his Lord as the 
beloved minister of Zion Presbyterian Church Co- 
lumbia, Tennessee, for sixteen years; and 


Whereas, during his ministry at Zion Church 
many united with the church, and through them 
and us and others, known to God, his influence 
in God’s Kingdom continues; 


Now, therefore, we the Session of Zion Presby- 
terian Church, being cognizant of the worth of 
this man of God, do hereby resolve: 





1. That we give thanks for his lifetime of fruit- 
ful service in God’s Kingdom and for his ministry 
at Zion Church, which will ever be held in loving 
remembrance; 


2. That we give thanks that the ministry of his 
life continues not only in the lives of his widow, 
son, and grandson, but in the hearts and lives 
of the unknown number of persons who were led 
by his ministry into the Christian life, and were 
guided, comforted, and strengthened by the true 
presentation of the Gospel of his Lord by precept 
and example; 


3. That we assure his family that we share in 
the sorrow of their bereavement, and express to 
them our love and sympathy; 


4. That copies of these resolutions be sent to 
the bereaved family, our church papers and spread 
on the Minutes of the Session. 
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Your Church Orphanage 
With A. Generous Donation 
At The Thanksgiving Season 


“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Matt. 25:40. 
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Rockville Presbyterian Church 
Repudiates National Council 


The following resolution was adopted May 18, 
1958, by the unanimous vote of the entire Session 
of the Rockville, S. C., Presbyterian Church: 


The Session of the Rockville Presbyterian 
Church, Wadmalaw Island, S. C., overtures the 
Presbytery of Charleston as follows: 


WHEREAS, the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U. S. A. is a reorganization (1950) 
of the Federal Council of Churches which was 
organized in 1908 by radical, leftwing, “religious” 
leaders including at least one cited as Communist; 
and, 


WHEREAS, the N. C. C. C. has been promul- 
gating a “social gospel” instead of the spiritual 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and has been engaged 
primarily in political and subversive activities; and, 


WHEREAS, the N. C. C. C. has accepted a 
contribution of $200,000 from the Philip Murray 
Fund of the Walter Reuther-controlled C.1.0. which 
is hostile to the South and its institution; and, 


WHEREAS, the N. C. C. C. has accepted over 
$50,000 from The Fund for the Republic “for bet- 
terment of race relations,” meaning the adoption 
of ruinous racial integration in churches, schools, 
etc., as part of the Communist conspiracy to de- 
stroy America; and, 


WHEREAS, the 1935 report of the Intelligence 
Department of the United States Navy that the 
Council was a “radical, pacifist organization” has 
been confirmed by its subsequent actions which 
follow the “Communist line’ and by the Red 
records of many of its leaders including its present 
head, Rev. E. T. Dahlberg who has several sub- 
versive citations; and, 


WHEREAS, the policies and activities of the 
N. C. C. C. under the pretext of an “ecumenical 
movement” are building it up into a super-church 
or ecclesiastical hierarchy which will supersede 
the existing Protestant churches; and, 


WHEREAS, the propaganda and activities of the 
N. C. C. C. evidently are influencing the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States to adopt 
“liberal,” socialistic and non-Christian policies as 
indicated by actions taken by the last two General 
Assemblies; and, 


WHEREAS, the attempts of the so-called “lib- 
erals” in the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States to force members who believe in funda- 
mental Christianity to accept unsound Socialistic, 
non-religious doctrines is creating disunity in the 
Church and antagonism towards some of its min- 
isters; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the 
Session of the Rockville, S. C., Presbyterian Church 
that it sever all connections with the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
and withhold its prorata of all contributions for 
the support of the N. C. C. C., such funds to be 
allocated instead to local Church needs; and, 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Session 
of the Rockville Presbyterian Church hereby over- 
tures the Presbytery of Charleston to overture the 
next meeting of the General Assembly to sever all 
relationship with the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and to withdraw 
all financial support from the N. C. C. C. in the 


U.S.A. 
ATTEST: Stanley F. Morse, 
Clerk of Session 
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A PERSONAL WorKER’S PocKET TESTAMENT 
“The Testament for Fishers of Men” 








Over 500,000 sold in America, and over 100,000 
sold in foreign lands. Enthusiastically endorsed by 
hundreds of ministers and personal workers, in- 
cluding Doctor Howard Kelly, of Johns Hopkins 
Hospital; Dr. Dan Poling, Editor Christian Herald; 
James McConkey, noted Christian leader; Dr. 
Walter Lingle, former president of Davidson 
College. 


There are 22 pages of practical suggestions for 
soul winning built upon the Lord’s own figure of 
“fishing.” One page giving God’s answers, book, 
chapter and verse, covering every objection which 
may be raised by a critical “prospect.” 


It is the King James version, without comment, 
but with an introductory paragraph at the begin- 
ning of each book, explaining its purpose and a 
keyword. 


_The booklet is neatly bound in black leather, 
with thin paper and gilt edges, the title stamped 
in gold letters. The price is $3.25. If desired 
and so stated, a fisherman will be etched on the 
flyleaf, signed by the author. 
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